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A B S T R AC T

Turkey being a candidate country to European Union (EU) is in need of achieving approximation 
with EU Environmental Acquis including the Hazardous Waste Management. Alignment with 
the Waste Framework Directive (2006/12/EC) is already accomplished and the Hazardous Waste 
Directive (HWD) (91/689/EEC) has been almost fully transposed into National Legislation. 
Yet, there are still some discrepancies regarding the provisions needed for the EU’s reporting 
requirements. This study aims at providing a detailed description of the information requested 
by reporting requirements in EU Hazardous Waste Legislation related to the implementation of 
the HWD in Turkey. Firstly, a comparison of the EU and Turkish hazardous waste legislations 
is done and discrepancies in Turkish Hazardous Waste legislations are identifi ed. Then, the 
current state of implementation tools of the transposed reporting requirements is evaluated. 
Finally, a roadmap for the full and precise transposition and implementation of EU’s Hazard-
ous Waste Management Acquis is developed. 
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With the start of the accession period to EU in 2000, 
a signifi cant progress has been achieved and several 
projects have been carried out in order to transpose and 
implement the EU waste legislation. At present, trans-
position of the acquis on waste management is well 
advanced. Alignment with the EU’s Waste Framework 
Directive (2006/12/EC) is high and the transposition 
of the EU’S Hazardous Waste Directive (91/689/EC)
almost is complete. However, further alignment is 
needed, on legislation regarding Special wastes (such 
as end-of-life vehicles, waste from electrical/electronic 
equipment) and landfi lls and waste incineration. Ensur-
ing compliance with the EU’s environment acquis 
also requires signifi cant investments and a strong and

1. Introduction

Efforts towards the development of a proper hazard-
ous waste management system in Turkey started after 
the ratifi cation of the Basel Convention in 1994. As pre-
sented in Fig. 1, fi rst legislative measure; Regulation on 
the control of hazardous waste (RCHW) came into force 
in 1985 right after the ratifi cation of this convention. 
Nevertheless, the implementation and enforcement of 
the RCHW remained very low as the administrative 
capacity and the infrastructure were insuffi cient. 
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