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A B S T R AC T

The balance between water demand and availability has reached a critical level in many areas 
of Europe, the result of over-abstraction and prolonged periods of low rainfall or drought. 
Desalination of seawater and brackish water is one of the alternatives for ensuring a reliably 
supply of drinking water. Renewable energy sources (RES) coupled to desalination offers a 
promising prospect for covering the fundamental needs of power and water. Various initiatives 
and projects over the past few years have been covering the fi eld of RE-desalination. The project 
entitled “Promotion of RES for Water Production through Desalination, ProDes” started on the 
1st of October 2008 and it will run for two years. The ProDes project has been carefully designed 
in order to build on the past and exiting efforts and coordinate its activities with them in order 
to maximize the expected outcomes. The present paper presents the fi rst results of the project 
and its general progress.
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1. Introduction

ProDes project supports the use of renewable 
energy (RE) in remote areas where the electricity grid 
cannot accommodate high penetration of intermittent 
energy sources. The project focuses on Southern Europe 
where desalination is an increasingly important energy 
demand factor. Using renewable energy to power desal-
ination, either in stand-alone or grid connected systems, 
will allow better load control and consequently wider 
renewable energy use in these areas. The project has the 
following specifi c objectives [1]:

• Develop and communicate a road-map on RE-
desalination

• Develop courses and provide training for students 
and professionals

• Facilitate collaboration between RE-desalination tech-
nology providers and SMEs on the local level

• Support communication and understanding between 
technology providers and investors

• Provide recommendations for the improvement of the 
legislative and institutional conditions and communi-
cate them to key decision makers

• Familiarize the general public with the technology 
and its benefi ts
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