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ABSTRACT

The biosorption characteristics of Cr6+ from aqueous solution using sugarcane bagasse (SCB)
were investigated. Experimental parameters affecting the biosorption process, such as pH,
contact time, initial metal concentration, and temperature were studied. The equilibrium nat-
ure of Cr6+ biosorption at different temperatures was described by the Freundlich, Langmuir,
Sips, and Dubinin–Radushkevich isotherms. The biosorption isotherm of SCB for Cr6+ fol-
lowed the Langmuir model, and the maximum biosorption capacity of Cr6+ obtained was
1.76mg/g at 25˚C. The biosorption kinetics of Cr6+ onto SCB followed the pseudo-second-
order model. The calculated thermodynamic parameters (DG, DH, and DS) showed that the
biosorption of Cr6+ ions were feasible, spontaneous (DG=�21.52 kJ·mol�1), and exothermic
(DH=�6.364 kJ·mol�1) at the temperature range of 25–65˚C.
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1. Introduction

Toxic metals are often discharged by a number of
industrial processes, such as electroplating, leather
tanning, textile dyeing, and metal finishing industries,
and this can lead in turn to the contamination of
freshwater and marine environment. According to
water standards used in most countries, levels of
heavy metal ions in wastewater must be controlled
and reduced to a set value.

Heavy metal contamination has gained much
attention due to its potential health impact on the
public [1]. Among these heavy metals, chromium is
considered highly poisonous, toxic, and carcinogenic
by the US EPA (environmental protection agency) [2].

The recommended limit of Cr6+ in potable water is
0.1mg/L [3]. Therefore, removal of Cr+6 from water
and wastewater has been a great challenge for envi-
ronmental scientists [4]. Compounds of Cr6+ are very
mobile, so they readily enter into underground waters
and make them poisonous.

There are several methods available to achieve the
removal of heavy metals in wastewater [5]. The most
common method is chemical precipitation; this
method requires relatively high amount of chemical
usage, accumulation of concentrated sludge with
obvious disposal problems, and expensive plant
requirements or operational costs. Other processes
include chemical coagulation/flocculation, oxidation,
ion exchange, and precipitation. These methods are
relatively expensive, with high costs of operation and
energy requirements [6].*Corresponding author.
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Several researches in biosorption suggests the fol-
lowing advantages over other techniques: the materi-
als can be found easily as wastes or byproducts and
at almost no cost; there is no need of costly growth
media; the process is independent of physiological
constraints of living cells; process is very rapid, as
non-living material behaves as an ion-exchange resin,
and metal loading is very high; the conditions of the
process are not limited by the living biomass, no asep-
tic conditions are required; process is reversible and
metal can be desorbed easily, thus recycling of the
materials is quite possible; chemical or biological
sludge is minimized. However, there are certain dis-
advantages as well: irrespective of the value of the
metal, it needs to be desorbed from the material to be
further re-employed; the characteristics of the biosor-
bents cannot be biologically controlled [7].

The majority of recent biosorption studies were
conducted with low-cost agricultural wastes such as,
olive stone [8,9], lignin extracted from Tithonia
diversifolia [10], rice straw [11], wheat shell [12], rice
bran [13], Moringa oleifera leaves powder [14], or
wood apple shell [15] and all of them have been
identified as potential biosorbents for heavy metal
removal. Sugarcane bagasse (SCB) is particularly
interesting in its use, in several Latin American and
Asian countries because of its high availability. SCB
has around 50% cellulose, 27% polyoses, and 23%
lignin and the interest in the use of bagasse as an
adsorbent has been promoted by the good results
that have been obtained [16,17].

The objectives of this research include: (1) to inves-
tigate the biosorption capacity of SCB for the removal
of Cr6+ from aqueous solutions; (2) to optimize the
different experimental conditions, such as tempera-
ture, pH of the solution, initial ion concentration, and
contact time in order to understand the kinetic mecha-
nism; and (3) to model the biosorption process.

This study optimized the experimental use of the
SCB in their natural form, i.e. without any treat-
ment, so that the results reflect their behavior as
adsorbent of this solid, with the intrinsic contribu-
tion that they have their majority components, such
as the lignin.

2. Materials and methods

2.1. Preparation of biosorbent

SCB is a waste byproduct from sugar milling. The
sugarcane bagasse used in this work was supplied by
the pilot plant “Jose´ Marti” located in Central
University “Marta Abreu” of Las Villas, Cuba.

It was washed with distilled water several times
and dried at 25˚C. No other chemical or physical
treatments were used prior to biosorption experi-
ments. Then, it was grinded with a strong grinder and
sieved to 0.5–1mm particle size.

2.2. Preparation of Cr6+ solutions

Analytical reagent grade of K2Cr2O7 supplied by
J.T. Baker was used by preparing the synthetic waste-
water. It was prepared by diluting the K2Cr2O7 with
distilled water to desired concentrations. Then, the pH
of the solution was adjusted to 2 by addition of NaOH
(0.1mol/L) or HCl (0.1mol/L) solutions.

2.3. Analytical measurements

The percentages of carbon, hydrogen, nitrogen,
and sulfur were determined using an EA 1108 CHNS
elemental analyzer (Fison’s Instruments). The oxygen
content was obtained indirectly by difference.

An IR analysis was performed with a Fourier
transform infrared spectrometer (Nicolet 20SBX) to
identify the chemical groups present in the biosorbent
and to complete the study of the functional groups.
The experiment was carried out using KBr disks to
prepare the SCB sample and the spectral range varied
from 4,000 to 400 cm�1.

The surface morphology of the solids was ana-
lyzed using a JEOL JSM—5,900 LV scanning electron
microscope at an accelerating voltage of 5 kV and a
working distance of 4mm.

The thermal behavior of SCB was obtained by
using a TGA-2950 thermogravimetric analyzer. About
10mg of SCB was heated between 60 and 950˚C at
20˚C/min. First, the atmosphere used was N2 with a
flow rate of 20mL/min. When the desired tempera-
ture (950˚C) was reached, the atmosphere was chan-
ged from inert (N2) to oxidative (O2) and temperature
was held for 30min at 950˚C for the burnout of any
remaining carbon in the residue.

2.4. Batch biosorption experiments

2.4.1. Effect of pH solution, initial metal ion
concentration, contact time, and temperature

The effect of pH on biosorption capacity of the
SCB was investigated using 10mg/L of Cr6+ concen-
tration at pH range of 1–4 at 25˚C; 1.0 g of SCB was
added to 100mL of Cr6+ solutions. Flasks were agi-
tated on a shaker for 40min. Then, the mixture was
centrifuged, filtrated, and the Cr6+ in the remaining
solution was analyzed in an atomic absorption
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spectrometer (SpectrAA 220 SS. Model Varian).The
Cr6+ removal percentage was calculated using the fol-
lowing equation:

Removal ð%Þ ¼ Co � Ce

Co

100 ð1Þ

where Co (mg/L) is the initial concentration and Ce

(mg/L) is the equilibrium concentration.
The effect of the variation of Cr6+ initial concentra-

tion and contact time was studied using 100mL of
Cr6+ solution at concentrations from 10 to 140mg/L,
contact time from 3 to 120min, pH 2.0, and biosorbent
dosage of 10 g/L.

The biosorption equilibrium experiments were car-
ried out using 100mL of Cr6+ solution at concentra-
tions from 10 to 140mg/L, contact time 90min, pH
2.0, biosorbent dosage 10 g/L, and temperatures of 25,
50, and 65˚C.

3. Result and discussion

3.1. Characterization of the biosorbent

3.1.1. Elemental analysis

Measurements of elemental analysis can be
employed for understanding chemical properties of
biosorbent. Elemental analysis results showed that
SCB is composed of 43.03% carbon, 6.42% hydrogen,
0.60% nitrogen, <0.1% sulfur, and 49.95% oxygen.
These results were obtained in a previous study [18].
The low percentage of nitrogen and sulfur suggest a
limited presence of amine and sulfur groups in the
biosorbent.

3.1.2. FTIR analysis

The FTIR technique is an important tool to identify
some characteristic functional groups, which are capa-
ble of adsorbing metal ions.

The FTIR spectra of the solid samples are shown
in Fig. 1. The characteristic IR bands for lignocellulosic
materials, as sugarcane bagasse, can be divided into
four regions: the broad hydroxyl bands (3,200–
3,600 cm�1), the stretching bands of CH, CH2, and
CH3 (2,800–3,000 cm�1), the stretching bands of car-
bonyl groups (1,550– 1,750 cm�1), and the fingerprint
region (below 1,550 cm�1) in which the assignment of
IR peaks is not clear because of the complex interac-
tion of their vibration systems [19–22].

3.1.3. Scanning electron micrograph (SEM)

Results of scanning electron microscope of the sur-
face morphology of SCB are given in Fig. 2. The mor-
phology of SCB can facilitate the biosorption of
metals, due to the irregular surface and different lev-
els of porosity in the material, which makes possible
the biosorption of Cr6+ in different parts of this mate-
rial. Therefore, based on the morphology, as well as
on the fact that high amounts (10.3%) of silica are
located on the SCB [23,24], it can be concluded that
this material is adequate to retain metal ions [19].

Fig. 1. Fourier transforms infrared (FTIR) spectra of SCB.

Fig. 2. Scanning electron micrographs of SCB. (Mag: 2.03
KX. EHT: 5.00 kV. WD=4mm).
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3.1.4. Thermogravimetric analysis

The thermal stability of SCB was examined by
TGA. Thermal decomposition of SCB was performed
under no isothermal conditions and under a constant
heating rate of 20˚C/min.

The overall mass loss during thermogravimetric
analysis can be divided into steps related to moisture,
hemi-cellulose, cellulose, and lignin (Fig. 3). The first
step is associated with a small weight loss (9%) due to
dehydration which accounts for the moisture content
by heating the sugarcane bagasse up to 250˚C.
Afterwards, the second step of pyrolysis was obtained
when the temperature was varied from 250 to 360˚C.
In this step, a higher mass loss (60%) was observed.
The behavior of the pyrolysis curve at this temperature
indicates hemicellulose and cellulose decomposition,

as well as loss of the remaining adsorbed water [25].
Lignin decomposition occurs in the 360–525˚C range,
thus indicating that this structure presents higher sta-
bility than hemi-cellulose and cellulose. The final step
begins with the introduction of O2, at 950˚C, when an
instant major weight loss is observed due to the burn-
ing of the residual carbon present in the residue; no
mass loss was detected when the temperature was
increased to 950˚C and this result indicates the pres-
ence of oxides (mainly those of aluminum and silicon),
which are stable at higher temperatures.

From the TGA analyses of the biosorbent, it may
be concluded that the biosorbent could be used even
at higher temperatures in water treatment.

3.2. Batch biosorption studies

3.2.1. Effect of pH

The pH plays an important role in the biosorption
process by affecting the surface charge of biosorbent,
the degree of ionization, and speciation of the adsor-
bate [26]. Therefore, preliminary experiments have
been performed to find out the optimum pH for maxi-
mizing the Cr6+ removal.

For discerning about the speciation of chromium, a
chemical equilibrium program was used to calculate
the speciation of chromium in the aqueous solution,
based on thermodynamic data as a function of solu-
tion pH and for a total salt concentration of 10mg/L
(Fig. 4(a)) [27]. The results showed HCrO�4 is the
main specie present for pH values lower than 4,
approximately. However, when the pH exceeds 4,
concentration in solution decreases due the precipita-
tion process [19,27].

The effect of pH of the solution on removal of Cr6+

using SCB is shown in Fig. 4(b) (metal concentration

Fig. 3. Thermogravimetric curve (TG) of SCB. For details,
see text.

(a) (b)

Fig. 4. Effect of pH on the speciation of Cr6+ in solution (metal ion solubility) (a) Medusa software and (b) Experimental
test (pH: 1–4, SCB dosage: 10 g/L, initial conc.: 10mg/L, temperature: 25˚C, time: 40min).
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10mg/L, SCB concentration 10 g/L, temperature 25˚C,
and contact time 40min). From this figure, it becomes
clear that the maximum percent of Cr6+ removal is
obtained at pH 1.0 and decreases with further increase
in pH. However, to avoid working with extreme pH
values, a pH value of 2 has been selected for the
remaining experiments.

This result is directly related with competition
ability of hydrogen ions with metal ions to bind to the
active sites on the adsorbent surface. Several mecha-
nisms, such as electrostatic forces, ion exchange, and
chemical complexation must be taken into account
when examining the effect of pH on Cr6+ biosorption.
One of the commonly proposed mechanisms is elec-
trostatic attraction between sorbent and sorbate. At
very low pH values, there is high concentration of H+

ions, which in turn neutralizes the negatively charged
adsorbent surface, thereby reducing hindrance to the
diffusion of HCrO�

4. When the pH increases, the con-
centration of OH� ions increases and overall charge
on surface of the sorbent becomes negative, which
causes repulsion effect against the negatively charged
Cr6+ species, such as Cr2O7

2� and CrO4
2�, and there-

fore results in the decreased biosorption of hexavalent
chromium ions.

According to González et al. [28], the distribution
of Cr(VI) and Cr(III) is strongly dependent on the pH
of the solution, the initial metal concentration and the
dosage of the biosorbent. All the species of chromium
in the solution were in their trivalent form at pH<2.

3.2.2. Effect of initial metal ion concentration

A given mass of adsorbent can adsorb only a fixed
amount of adsorbate. So, the initial concentration of

adsorbate solution is important. Fig. 5 shows the bio-
sorption capacity of SCB (10 g/L) at various initial
concentrations (10–140mg/L) of Cr6+. It can be seen
that the amount of Cr6+ adsorbed per unit mass of
adsorbent (SCB) increases with the increase in the ini-
tial concentration in test solution. This effect is
explained by the decrease in resistance for the uptake
of solute from solution with the increase in metal con-
centration.

Contact time between the metal and the adsorbent
is relevant in wastewater treatment by biosorption. A
rapid uptake of metal and the establishment of equi-
librium in a short period imply an adsorbent efficient
for its use in wastewater treatment.

3.2.3. Effect of temperature and contact time

To investigate the effect of the temperature (25, 50,
and 65˚C) and contact time on the Cr6+ biosorption,
experiments were conducted using constant
concentrations of Cr6+ (10mg/L) at different times
(0–120min).

The results are given in Fig. 6. As can be seen
from these figures, the biosorption of Cr6+ onto the
surface of SCB occurred quickly, during the first
30min, for three temperatures. Then, it was observed
that the biosorption rate was constant after 90min at
all temperatures. The adsorbed amount of Cr6+ ions
decreases with increasing temperatures from 25 to
65˚C. The observed decrease in the biosorption capac-
ity with an increase of temperature from 25 to 65˚C
indicated that low temperatures favor Cr6+ ions
removal by biosorption onto the SCB. These results
show that the biosorption process is exothermic in
nature.

Co (mg/L)
0

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

2.5

SCB

20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160

q e
 (m

g/
g)

Fig. 5. Effect of initial concentration of Cr6+ on biosorption
using SCB (pH: 2, SCB dosage: 10 g/L, initial conc.:
10–140mg/L, temperature: 25˚C, time: 90min).

Time (minutes)
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0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15
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T = 65 ºC

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120

q t
 (m
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Fig. 6. The effect of contact time and temperature on the
biosorption of Cr6+ (pH: 2, SCB dosage: 10 g/L, initial
conc.: 10mg/L, time: 0–120min).
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Similar results have also been reported for the bio-
sorption of Pb (II) and Cr (III) of lichen biomass [29],
removal of Cr (VI) onto heat-activated bauxite [30],
and removal of Cr (VI) using micellar compound [31].

3.3. Batch kinetics models

In order to investigate the mechanism of biosorp-
tion, three different models have been used at differ-
ent experimental conditions.

The most common models used to fit the kinetic
biosorption experiments are Lagergren’s pseudo-first-
order model (Eq. 2) [32] and pseudo-second-order
model (Eq. 3) [33]:

qt ¼ qe ð1� e�k1tÞ ð2Þ

qt ¼ t
1

Ks2q2e
þ t

qe

ð3Þ

where qe (mg/g) and qt (mg/g) are the amount of
adsorbate adsorbed at equilibrium and at time t,
respectively. k1 (min�1) and ks2 (g/mg.min) are the
pseudo-first-order and pseudo-second-order biosorp-
tion rate constants, respectively. The initial biosorption
rate, h (mg·g�1·min�1) is ks2qe

2.
The intraparticle diffusion model proposed by

Weber and Morris [34] is tested for the diffusion
mechanism. The intraparticle equation can be
described as [35,36]:

qt ¼ kw � t1=2 ð4Þ

where qt is the amount of metal ions adsorbed at time
t (mg/g) and kW is the intraparticle diffusion rate con-
stant (mg/g·min0.5). If this model reproduces appro-
priately experimental data, the representation of qt vs.
t1/2 should provide a straight line of slope kw. Fig. 7
presents this plot. Model parameters were determined
by nonlinear regression using the optimization
method of the Solver function in a spreadsheet Excel.

Also, experiments have been performed for other
initial concentrations of chromium by maintaining the
temperature constant at 25˚C. The results are shown
in Tables 1 and 2. It is observed that the temperature
effect is not significant and the three models tested fit
the experimental data rather well. The equilibrium
biosorption capacity, qe, decreased slightly with the
increase in the temperature and the process became
slower.

The pseudo-second-order kinetic models provided
a good correlation for the biosorption of Cr6+ onto
SCB for all the initial concentrations of Cr6+ tested, in
contrast to the pseudo-first-order and Weber–Morris
models. Although the intraparticle diffusion model is
linear for an initial concentration of chromium of
10mg/L (a linear plot of qt vs. t

1/2 was observed, as
designated in Fig. 7), the low r2 for other concentra-
tions indicate that the intraparticle diffusion model
does not fit the data well. This tendency indicates that
the rate limiting step is the chemisorption involving
valence forces through the sharing or the exchange of
electrons between sorbent and sorbate, complexation,
coordination, and/or chelation [19,37].

t0.5
0 2 4 6 8

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

0.30

T = 25 ºC
T = 50 ºC
T = 65 ºC

10 12

q t

Fig. 7. Weber–Morris plots (pH: 2, SCB dosage: 10 g/L,
time: 3–120min, stirred-speed: 150 rpm).

Table 1
Kinetics parameters for removal of Cr6+ by biosorption onto SCB. (Co = 10mg/L, pH: 2, SCB dosage: 10 g/L, time:
3–120min, stirred-speed: 150 rpm)

T (˚C) Pseudo-first-order Pseudo-second-order Weber-Morris

k1 (min�1) R2 ks2 (g/mg min) qe (mg/g) h (mg/mg min) R2 kW (mg/g min0.5) R2

25 0.029 0.92 0.47 0.27 0.034 0.90 0.014 0.97

50 0.033 0.99 0.12 0.26 0.008 0.99 0.021 0.92

65 0.028 0.99 0.094 0.25 0.006 0.99 0.020 0.96
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The Fig. 8 presents the adjustment of the experi-
mental data to the three kinetic models used for the
biosorption of Cr6+ onto SCB at 25˚C. It is appreciated
that the pseudo-second-order model is the one that
better reproduces the experimental data.

3.4. Biosorption isotherm

Several isotherm equations have been used for the
equilibrium modeling of biosorption systems. Among
these, two are commonly used and have been applied
for this study, the Freundlich and Langmuir iso-
therms. Also, Dubinin–Radushkevich and Sips iso-
therm have been used.

The Langmuir isotherm model, given in Eq. (5), is
representative of monolayer biosorption occurring on
an energetically uniform surface on which the
adsorbed molecules are not interactive [38–40].
Accordingly, equilibrium is attained once the mono-
layer is completely saturated [41]. The nonlinear
model is transformed into Eq. (6) and the correspond-
ing constants can be obtained.

qe ¼ qmax � kads � Ce

1þ kadsCe

ð5Þ

Ce

qe
¼ Ce

qmax

þ 1

qmax � Kads

ð6Þ

where qe is the equilibrium biosorption capacity (mg/
g), Ce is the equilibrium concentration of solution
(mg/L), qmax is the Langmuir constant representing
the maximum biosorption capacity (mg/g), and kads is
the Langmuir constant related to the energy of bio-
sorption (L/mg). The values of Langmuir constants
qmax and kads were obtained from the intercept and
slope of the plot between (Ce/qe) vs. (Ce).

Contradictory to Langmuir, Freundlich model,
shown in Eq. (7), describes the biosorption on an ener-
getically heterogeneous surface on which the adsorbed
molecules are interactive [26,42]. The model is linear-
ized to give Eq. (8):

qe ¼ kF � C1=n ð7Þ

log qe ¼ log kF þ 1

n
logCe ð8Þ

where kF and n are constants for Freundlich isotherm
that are indicative of the biosorption capacity (mg/ g)
and intensity of the adsorbent, respectively [2,29]. The
values of KF and n were calculated from the slope and
intercept of the plot between ln qe and ln Ce.

The experimental data was fitted to Dubinin–Rad-
ushkevich (D–R) isotherm model in order to deter-
mine the biosorption type. Originally the D–R
equation was developed as a semi-empirical tool to
describe the adsorption isotherms of microporous
materials based on the Polanyi potential theory of
adsorption [43]. The nonlinear model given with Eq.
(9) is reduced to the linear form as in Eq. (10).

qe ¼ qmax expð�kD�R � e2Þ ð9Þ

Time (minutes)
0

0.00

0.05

0.10

0.15

0.20

0.25

25 ºC
Pseudo-1st.order 
Pseudo 2nd order 
Weber-Morris 

20 40 60 80 100 120 140

q t
 (m

g/
g)

Fig. 8. The experimental and calculated kinetic
(temperature: 25˚C, pH: 2, SCB dosage: 10 g/L, time:
3–120min, stirred-speed: 150 rpm).

Table 2
Kinetics parameters for removal of Cr6+ by biosorption onto SCB. (T: 25˚C, pH: 2, SCB dosage: 10 g/L, time: 3–120min,
stirred-speed: 150 rpm)

C0 (mg/L) Pseudo-first-order Pseudo-second-order Weber-Morris

k1 (min�1) R2 ks2 (g/mg min) qe (mg/g) h (mg/mg min) R2 KW (mg/g min0.5) R2

10 0.029 0.92 0.47 0.27 0.034 0.90 0.014 0.97

20 0.050 0.94 0.66 0.50 0.17 0.99 0.023 0.82

30 0.086 0.97 0.09 0.80 0.060 0.98 0.025 0.88

60 0.056 0.93 0.10 1.34 0.18 0.99 0.044 0.77
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ln qe ¼ ln qmax � kD�R � e2 ð10Þ

where qmax is the maximum biosorption capacity
(mg/g), kD–R is a constant related to the energy of bio-
sorption (mol2/J2), and e is the Polanyi potential
which is calculated from Eq. (11) [19,44].

e ¼ RT ln 1þ 1

Ce

� �
ð11Þ

where R is the universal gas constant (J/mol·K) and T
is temperature (K). The isotherm constants qmax and
kD–R were calculated from the slope and intercept of
the plot of ln qe vs. e

2.
Sips [20] proposed an empirical isotherm equation,

also known as Langmuir–Freundlich isotherm, which
is often expressed as:

qe ¼ qmaxkadsC1=n
e

1þ kadsC
1=n
e

ð12Þ

where kads is the Sips constant (L/mg) and n is the
heterogeneity coefficient. The Langmuir–Freundlich
denomination derives from the limiting behavior of
the equation. At low adsorbate concentrations, the
Sips isotherm is effectively reduced to a Freundlich
isotherm and thus does not obey Henry’s law. At high
adsorbate concentrations, it predicts a monolayer bio-
sorption capacity characteristic of the Langmuir iso-
therm [21].

The computed constants are shown in Table 3. The
experimental data exhibited high correlation with
Langmuir model within the studied temperature
range (R2 = 0.99). Both qmax and kads decreased with
the increase in temperature. Several researchers have
reported decreasing Langmuir constants with temper-
ature, for biosorption of Cr6+ on chitosan [38], red
algae (Ceramium virgatum) [45], and Turkish Vermiculite
[46].

All constants exhibited a decrease with the
increase in temperature, which is an indication of the
exothermic nature of the process. Examination of the
regression coefficients proved that the correlation of
Langmuir model was stronger with respect to Freund-
lich model for the temperatures studied.

From the Dubinin–Radushkevich isotherm, the
data were not consistent with the model (R2 < 0.90).
The value of kD–R calculated was 4.48·10�3mol2/kJ2 at
25˚C. The mean free energy of biosorption (E) was cal-
culated using the value of kD–R according to Eq. (13).

E ¼ 1ffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffiffi
2 � kD � R

p ð13Þ

The values of E give information about the bio-
sorption mechanism as chemical ion exchange or
physical biosorption. If its values are in the range of
8–16 kJ/mol, the biosorption process follows chemical
ion exchange mechanism while for the values < 9 kJ/
mol, the biosorption process is of a physical nature.
The values of E were found to be 10.6, 11.8, and
12.0 kJ/mol for 25, 50, and 65˚C, respectively. Conse-
quently, it is reasonable to suggest that the Cr6+ bio-
sorption onto SCB probably may occur by chemical
ion-exchange process [19].

The values of kads parameter from Sips isotherm
increased with the increase in temperatures (Table 3).
This model confirms the heterogeneity of the biosor-
bent surface, since 0 < n< 1 at various temperatures.

A dimensionless separation factor KL was calcu-
lated by Eq. (14) for confirmation of the efficiency of
biosorption.

KL ¼ 1

1þ ðkads � CoÞ ð14Þ

where kads is the Langmuir constant (L/mg) and C0 is
the initial adsorbate concentration (mg/L).

Table 3
Equilibrium isotherm parameters for biosorption of Cr6+ onto SCB. (Metal concentration: 10–200mg/L, SCB dosage:
10 g/L, pH: 2)

Freundlich Langmuir Sips Dubinin–Radushkevich

T (˚C) n kF
(L/g)

R2 qmax

(mg/g)
kads
(L/mg)

kL R2 qmax

(mg/g)
Kads

(L/mg)
n R2 qmax

(mg/g)
kD–R

(mol2/kJ2)
E
(kJ/mol)

R2

25 1.76 0.27 0.99 1.76 0.08 0.6 0.99 1.62 0.0081 0.50 0.99 2.53 4.48·10�3 10.6 0.80

50 2.71 0.21 0.82 1.30 0.07 0.8 0.99 1.16 0.016 0.61 0.98 1.44 3.57·10�3 11.8 0.87

65 2.52 0.18 0.84 1.28 0.05 0.7 0.99 1.21 0.036 0.84 0.94 1.66 3.48·10�3 12.0 0.88
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0 <KL< 1 denotes favorable biosorption and KL> 1
is an indication of unfavorable biosorption [19].

The values for KL listed in Table 3 were calculated
for 10mg/L initial concentration, which is the lowest
initial Cr6+ concentration applied for isotherm studies.
The values of KL are all in the range 0–1, which indi-
cates the favorability of Cr6+biosorption by SCB.

The Fig. 9 presents the adjustment of the experi-
mental data to the four models used for the biosorp-
tion of Cr6+ onto SCB at 25˚C.

The Langmuir model is the one which better
reproduces the experimental results and these results
are analogous to those obtained by the model of Sips.
The values of the parameter n of the isotherm of Sips
approach unity, which ratifies that in these conditions,
the model of Sips tends to resemble the isotherm of
Langmuir in the range of concentrations studied.

The qmax values obtained (1.76mg/g) showed that
initial pH of the solution (pH 2) affected the uptake
capacity of the SCB, due to which a very high Cl� ion
concentration (0.01mol/L) in the solution may com-
pete with HCrO4

- (2.5.10�4mol/L) and the binding of
the primary metal ions decreases [47].

Similar results have also been reported for the bio-
sorption of Cr6+ on sawdust (0.229mg/g) [48], pine
leaves (0.277mg/g) [45], raw rice (0.07mg/g) [49],
and modified oak sawdust (1.7mg/g) [50]. Although,
a direct comparison of biomass with other reported
biosorbents is difficult, due to the varying experimen-
tal conditions employed in those studies.

3.5. Thermodynamic evaluation of the process

Thermodynamic parameters, such as free energy
of biosorption (DG), enthalpy (DH), and entropy (DS)
can be evaluated from the following equations on a
temperature range of 25–65˚C [19,21,51,52]:

DG ¼ �RT ln kads ð15Þ

ln kads ¼ DS
R

� DH
RT

ð16Þ

DS ¼ DH � DG
T

ð17Þ

where kads is the Langmuir constant (L/mol).
The values of these parameters are summarized in

Table 4. For the SCB biosorbent studied, the enthalpy
change (DH) is negative (exothermic) due to decrease
in biosorption with successive increases in tempera-
ture. Further, negative (DG) values indicate the spon-
taneous nature of the biosorption process and
negative values of (DS) reveal the decreased random-
ness at the solid–solution interface during the fixation
of the Cr6+ on the active sites of the biosorbent.

4. Conclusions

• The Cr6+ biosorption onto SCB was favored by pH
2, temperature 25˚C, and with 10 g/L biosorbent
dosage.

• The kinetic studies indicated that equilibrium in
the biosorption of Cr6+ onto SCB was reached in
90min of contact time and revealed that the kinetic
biosorption data are well-fitted to the pseudo-sec-
ond-order kinetic model.

• The biosorption isotherms followed the Langmuir
model. The maximum biosorption capacity of Cr6+

for SCB was 1.76mg/g at pH 2 and 25˚C.
• Biosorption energies calculated with the D–R model

were found to be between 8 and 16 kJ/mol suggest-
ing the chemisorption nature of the biosorption
process.

Ce (mg/L)
0 20 40 60 80 100 120 140 160 180

0.0

0.5

1.0

1.5

2.0

25 ºC
Langmuir 
Freundlich 
Sips 
D  R

q e
 (m

g/
g)

Fig. 9. Equilibrium isotherm for Cr6+ biosorption by SCB.
(Metal conc.: 10–200mg/L, SCB dosage: 10 g/L, temp:
25˚C, pH: 2).

Table 4
Thermodynamic parameters for the biosorption of Cr6+ on
SCB (Measured between 25 and 65˚C)

Biosorbent: SCB DG
(kJ mol�1)

DH
(kJ mol�1)

DS
(kJ mol�1.K�1)

Temperature
(˚C)

25 �20.44 �6.364 �0.0102

50 �21.87

65 �22.87

5920 I. de la C. Alomá et al. / Desalination and Water Treatment 52 (2014) 5912–5922



• Thermodynamic studies indicated that the process
of biosorption of Cr6+ by SCB was feasible, sponta-
neous, and exothermic in nature.
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[18] I. Alomá, M.A. Martı́n-Lara, I.L. Rodrı́guez, F. Blázquez, M.
Calero, Removal of nickel (II) ions from aqueous solutions by
biosorption on sugarcane bagasse, J. Taiwan Inst. Chem. Eng.
43 (2012) 275–281.
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